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The latest financial meltdown on 

Wall Street highlights the need for a 
government to regulate big business. 
We need a referee on the field. Not only 
does Senator MCCAIN disagree with 
that belief, but he wants to take the 
referee out of health care, leaving all 
Americans to fend for themselves. 

That’s not a change the American 
people can believe in. 

f 

THE BAILOUT 

(Mrs. BACHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, 
over the weekend Secretary Paulson 
asked taxpayers to pony up an aston-
ishing $700 billion to buy financial 
services sector debt on top of the exist-
ing bailouts that are already imple-
mented this year. All told, that 
amounts to an astonishing $1.5 trillion. 

Spending at this proportion doesn’t 
just impact a fiscal year, it will impact 
generations of prosperity. We are told 
that the consequences of inaction, even 
of deliberative action, will be severe, 
but I am concerned that the con-
sequences of hasty action could be just 
as dire. I have had hundreds of con-
stituents call my office, as have my 
colleagues, over the last 2 days, asking 
this question. They are all expressing 
skepticism for this plan. 

They remain unconvinced, as I re-
main unconvinced, that they will get 
much result for their investment. We 
should not be in the habit of writing 
blank checks. We should not rush to 
take action in a week when the con-
sequences could last several lifetimes, 
because the forgotten man in all of this 
is the everyday American taxpayer. 

It’s with them in mind that we 
should fully focus on our responsibil-
ities and not rush to judgment because 
of an artificial deadline. 

f 

HUNDREDS OF BILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS OF DEFICIT SPENDING 

(Mr. INSLEE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. INSLEE. Madam Speaker, listen-
ing to the President last night, I had a 
very disturbing sense of déjà vu, or ac-
tually, maybe, appropriately, déjà voo-
doo. 

I remember the situation where the 
President said we had this threat to 
the country, we had to respond in Iraq. 
He then went on to foist hundreds of 
billions of dollars of deficit spending in 
the Iraq war, without paying one single 
dime in a fiscally responsible way to do 
it. 

Last night he did exactly the same 
thing. He attempted to foist some-
where between 200, 500, 700 billion dol-
lars of deficit spending on the Amer-
ican people. When you do deficit spend-
ing, you ultimately put the cost on 
middle-income taxpayers in America. 

This President, if he believes this cri-
sis is so bad, needs to come to the 
American people and put the cost on 
the folks who got us into this predica-
ment, the industry that created this 
crisis, not on middle-income taxpayers. 

This is fiscal irresponsibility. It will 
not stand. 

f 

WE ARE NOT LEARNING FROM 
HISTORY 

(Mr. GOHMERT asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, we 
are told that those who have refused to 
learn from history are destined to re-
peat it, and it is true. We are not learn-
ing from history. 

I love the President, and I disagree 
about Iraq. But last night, the state-
ments that came to a conclusion had 
an extremely faulty premise, and that 
premise was that the Federal Govern-
ment is the only one that can properly 
manage these assets long enough, that 
has the patience. 

That’s ridiculous. We serve in this 
Congress. We can’t even keep the same 
incentives in place for a year or two. 

China, we just heard, is now telling 
its banks, don’t loan to us. They are to-
talitarian, and we should be concerned 
about it, but they are moving toward 
capitalism. Let the private sector 
make its money and pay us tax. We are 
moving that way. 

This will be the biggest socialist 
move in American history, and it 
breaks my heart that so many are 
thinking maybe this is all we can do. 
The Soviet Union lasted 70 years when 
they did this type of thing. 

We won’t make it that long. I beg 
colleagues on both sides, let’s look at 
this and not move socialist. 

f 

DISASTROUS ECONOMIC POLICIES 

(Ms. SPEIER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, our 
President had an opportunity last 
night, and he blew it. He could have re-
asserted his leadership by accepting re-
sponsibility for his disastrous policies, 
but he took a pass. Instead, he chose to 
blame the American people. 

Well, Mr. President, the American 
people did not spend the last 71⁄2 years 
deregulating Wall Street. You did. The 
American people didn’t spend $12 bil-
lion a month on an unnecessary war. 
You did. The American people didn’t 
come up with the idea to give tax 
breaks to oil companies. You did. 

Whatever happens at the White 
House today, I can only hope that the 
man and the party responsible for this 
crisis finally decide to do the right 
thing. The American people are for-
giving. It’s time to man up and admit 
that your disastrous economic policies 
got us into this mess. 

Then, as we always do, we can all 
work together to repair the damage. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair. 

f 

PRESERVE THE AMERICAN 
ECONOMY 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Madam Speaker, this 
first year of Congress for me is about 
to end, and the 110th Congress is about 
to end. It is important that we come 
together on this floor and in this Con-
gress in a bipartisan manner to pre-
serve the American economy. 

Whose fault it is—I think the Amer-
ican people know whose fault it is. 
There were 6 years of a Republican 
President, a Republican Senate, a Re-
publican House, and a lack of regula-
tions and a lack of regard to the eco-
nomic conditions that brought about 
this situation, but now is the time to 
fix the mess. 

Whether you are a first-year Member, 
a senior Member, a Democrat or Re-
publican, when you make a mess, you 
clean it up. It’s our responsibility to do 
it in the proper way with oversight, 
with the American taxpayer at the 
base of our concerns to make sure we 
do it right. 

We are in for historic times. The 
Democratic Party and the Republican 
Party need to come together, and we 
need to have a solution to keep Amer-
ica strong. 

God bless the United States of Amer-
ica. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF MOTIONS TO SUSPEND THE 
RULES 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 1491 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 1491 

Resolved, That it shall be in order at any 
time on the legislative day of September 25, 
2008, for the Speaker to entertain motions 
that the House suspend the rules relating to 
the following measures: 

(1) The bill (H.R. 928) to amend the Inspec-
tor General Act of 1978 to enhance the inde-
pendence of the Inspectors General, to create 
a Council of the Inspectors General on Integ-
rity and Efficiency, and for other purposes. 

(2) The bill (S. 2324) to amend the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.) to en-
hance the Offices of the Inspectors General, 
to create a Council of the Inspectors General 
on Integrity and Efficiency, and for other 
purposes. 

(3) The bill (S. 1046) to modify pay provi-
sions relating to certain senior-level posi-
tions in the Federal Government, and for 
other purposes. 

(4) The bill (H.R. 6045) to amend title I of 
the Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets 
Act of 1968 to extend the authorization of the 
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Program 
through fiscal year 2012. 
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(5) The concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 

214) expressing the sense of Congress that the 
President should grant a posthumous pardon 
to John Arthur ‘‘Jack’’ Johnson for the 1913 
racially motivated conviction of Johnson, 
which diminished his athletic, cultural, and 
historic significance, and tarnished his rep-
utation. 

(6) The bill (H.R. 4120) to amend title 18, 
United States Code, to provide for more ef-
fective prosecution of cases involving child 
pornography, and for other purposes. 

(7) A bill relating to webcasting. 
(8) The bill (H.R. 1777) to amend the Im-

proving America’s Schools Act of 1994 to 
make permanent the favorable treatment of 
need-based educational aid under the anti-
trust laws. 

(9) A bill relating to India nuclear coopera-
tion. 

(10) The bill (H.R. 176) to authorize the es-
tablishment of educational exchange and de-
velopment programs for member countries of 
the Caribbean Community (CARICOM). 

(11) The bill (H.R. 2553) to amend the State 
Department Basic Authorities Act of 1956 to 
provide for the establishment and mainte-
nance of existing libraries and resource cen-
ters at United States diplomatic and con-
sular missions to provide information about 
American culture, society, and history, and 
for other purposes. 

(12) The bill (H.R. 3202) to amend the For-
eign Service Act of 1980 to extend com-
parability pay adjustments to members of 
the Foreign Service assigned to posts abroad, 
and to amend the provision relating to the 
death gratuity payable to surviving depend-
ents of Foreign Service employees who die as 
a result of injuries sustained in the perform-
ance of duty abroad. 

(13) The bill (S. 3426) to amend the Foreign 
Service Act of 1980 to extend comparability 
pay adjustments to members of the Foreign 
Service assigned to posts abroad, and to 
amend the provision relating to the death 
gratuity payable to surviving dependents of 
Foreign Service employees who die as a re-
sult of injuries sustained in the performance 
of duty abroad. 

(14) The bill (S. 3052) to provide for the 
transfer of naval vessels to certain foreign 
recipients. 

(15) The bill (H.R. 2798) to reauthorize the 
programs of the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation, and for other purposes. 

(16) The bill (H.R. 3887) to authorize appro-
priations for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 
for the Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000, to enhance measures to combat traf-
ficking in persons, and for other purposes. 

(17) The bill (H.R. 1157) to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to authorize the Di-
rector of the National Institute of Environ-
mental Health Sciences to make grants for 
the development and operation of research 
centers regarding environmental factors that 
may be related to the etiology of breast can-
cer. 

(18) The bill (H.R. 6568) to direct the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to en-
courage research and carry out an edu-
cational campaign with respect to pul-
monary hypertension, and for other pur-
poses. 

(19) The bill (H.R. 3232) to establish a non- 
profit corporation to communicate United 
States entry policies and otherwise promote 
tourist, business, and scholarly travel to the 
United States. 

(20) The bill (H.R. 3402) to require accurate 
and reasonable disclosure of the terms and 
conditions of prepaid telephone calling cards 
and services. 

(21) The bill (H.R. 1283) to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to provide for arthri-
tis research and public health, and for other 
purposes. 

(22) The bill (S. 1382) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for the estab-
lishment of an Amyotrophic Lateral Scle-
rosis Registry. 

(23) The bill (S. 1810) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to increase the provision 
of scientifically sound information and sup-
port services to patients receiving a positive 
test diagnosis for Down syndrome or other 
prenatally and postnatally diagnosed condi-
tions. 

(24) The bill (S. 2932) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize the poison 
center national toll-free number, national 
media campaign, and grant program to pro-
vide assistance for poison prevention, sus-
tain the funding of poison centers, and en-
hance the public health of people of the 
United States. 

(25) The bill (H.R. 1343) to amend the Pub-
lic Health Service Act to provide additional 
authorizations of appropriations for the 
health centers program under section 330 of 
such Act, and for other purposes. 

(26) The bill (S. 901) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to reauthorize the Com-
munity Health Centers program, the Na-
tional Health Service Corps, and rural health 
care programs. 

(27) The bill (H.R. 477) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to strengthen education, 
prevention, and treatment programs relating 
to stroke, and for other purposes. 

(28) The bill (S. 999) to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to improve stroke pre-
vention, diagnosis, treatment, and rehabili-
tation. 

(29) The bill (H.R. 507) to establish a grant 
program to provide vision care to children, 
and for other purposes. 

(30) The bill (S. 1117) to establish a grant 
program to provide vision care to children, 
and for other purposes. 

(31) The bill (H.R. 545) to amend the Omni-
bus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to clarify that territories and Indian 
tribes are eligible to receive grants for con-
fronting the use of methamphetamine. 

(32) The bill (S. 85) to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
clarify that territories and Indian tribes are 
eligible to receive grants for confronting the 
use of methamphetamine. 

(33) The bill (S. 267) to amend the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
clarify that territories and Indian tribes are 
eligible to receive grants for confronting the 
use of methamphetamine. 

(34) The bill (H.R. 970) to amend the Fed-
eral Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with re-
spect to the distribution of the drug 
dextromethorphan, and for other purposes. 

(35) The bill (S. 1378) to amend the Federal 
Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act with respect 
to the distribution of the drug 
dextromethorphan, and for other purposes. 

(36) The bill (S. 3549) to amend title XIX of 
the Social Security Act to provide additional 
funds for the qualifying individual (QI) pro-
gram, and for other purposes. 

(37) The bill (S. 906) to prohibit the sale, 
distribution, transfer, and export of ele-
mental mercury, and for other purposes. 

(38) The bill (H.R. 1534) to prohibit certain 
sales, distributions, and transfers of ele-
mental mercury, to prohibit the export of 
elemental mercury, and for other purposes. 

(39) The resolution (H. Res. 1333) sup-
porting the goals and ideals of Tay-Sachs 
Awareness Month. 

(40) The bill (H.R. 6460) to amend the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act to provide 
for the remediation of sediment contamina-
tion in areas of concern, and for other pur-
poses. 

(41) The bill (S. 2080) to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to ensure that 
sewage treatment plants monitor for and re-

port discharges of raw sewage, and for other 
purposes. 

(42) The bill (H.R. 2452) to amend the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act to ensure 
that publicly owned treatment works mon-
itor for and report sewer overflows, and for 
other purposes. 

(43) The bill (S. 2844) to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to modify pro-
visions relating to beach monitoring, and for 
other purposes. 

(44) The bill (H.R. 2537) to amend the Fed-
eral Water Pollution Control Act relating to 
beach monitoring, and for other purposes. 

b 1030 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tleman from California is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, for 
the purpose of debate only, I yield the 
customary 30 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. LINCOLN 
DIAZ-BALART). All time yielded during 
consideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on House Resolution 1491. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Madam Speaker, H. Res. 1491 author-
izes the Speaker to entertain motions 
that the House suspend the rules at 
any time on the legislative day of 
Thursday, September 25, 2008, on 44 sep-
arate measures. This rule is necessary 
because under clause 1(a) of rule XV, 
the Speaker may entertain motions to 
suspend the rules only on Monday, 
Tuesday or Wednesday of each week. In 
order for suspensions to be considered 
on other days, the Rules Committee 
must authorize consideration of these 
motions. 

This is not unusual. In fact, in the 
109th Congress, my friends on the other 
side of the aisle reported at least six 
rules that provided for additional sus-
pension days. This bill limits the sus-
pension of rules only to those measures 
listed in the rule itself so Members on 
both sides of the aisle are aware of ex-
actly what bills may be considered 
under this suspension of the rules. 

This is standard procedure at the end 
of the legislative session and includes 
both House bills that we will send to 
the Senate for consideration and Sen-
ate-passed bills that are ready to be-
come law once they pass the House. 

I would remind my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle that bills consid-
ered under suspension of the rules must 
receive strong bipartisan support in 
order to pass the House. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting this rule which will simply 
help us move important, noncontrover-
sial legislation before we adjourn that 
is important to our constituents and 
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that will receive overwhelmingly bi-
partisan support and that will hope-
fully become law. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 

Florida. Madam Speaker, I would like 
to thank my good friend, Mr. CARDOZA, 
the gentleman from California, for the 
time; and I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Madam Speaker, on the opening day 
of this Congress, the distinguished 
chairwoman of the Rules Committee, 
Ms. SLAUGHTER, came to the floor and 
said that the new majority would, ‘‘ 
. . . begin to return this Chamber to its 
rightful place as the home of democ-
racy and deliberation in our great Na-
tion.’’ That pledge echoed a document 
by Speaker PELOSI titled A New Direc-
tion For America. That document said, 
‘‘bills should generally come to the 
floor under a procedure that allows 
open, full, and fair debate.’’ 

Now as we approach the closing 
hours of the 110th Congress, I think it 
is appropriate for us to take a look at 
whether the majority has actually 
lived up to those promises. 

Let us begin with closed rules. There 
really can be few, if any, parliamentary 
procedures that are more offensive to 
the essential spirit of democracy, the 
spirit of democracy, than a closed rule. 
A closed rule shuts off, blocks Members 
from both sides of the aisle from offer-
ing any amendments to legislation 
that is considered on the floor. As I 
said, no matter what their party affili-
ation, if and when Congress operates 
under a closed rule, all Members are 
shut out from the legislative process 
on the floor. 

Even though the majority promised a 
more open Congress, as I referred to in 
the beginning of my remarks, they si-
lenced the vote of every Member and 
thus all of every Member’s constitu-
ents a record 63 times this Congress. 
Sixty-three times. No other Congress 
in the history of the Republic has ever 
brought forth so many closed rules. No 
other Congress in the history of the 
Republic has brought so many pieces of 
legislation to the floor under that leg-
islative framework that prohibits 
every Member of this House from offer-
ing amendments to the legislation. 

The consistent use of closed rules by 
the majority constitutes an affront to 
the democratic spirit as well as to 
their own promises. But that is not the 
only way that they have failed to live 
up to their promises. They have also 
systematically bypassed what is known 
as the conference process, effectively 
shutting out the minority from having 
a say on legislation that makes its way 
to the President’s desk. 

Madam Speaker, as you know, the 
conference process is the process by 
which the House and Senate work out 
differences, resolve their differences 
and achieve a final legislative product 
that is exact to be passed by the House 
and the Senate and sent to the Presi-
dent. 

Now the majority has also used a 
technique known as ‘‘ping-pong’’ to 

avoid that conference process. They 
have used that technique in order to 
subvert the rights of the minority to 
offer motions to recommit and amend-
ments. For comparison, in the 108th 
Congress and 109th Congress—those 
Congresses combined—that technique 
known as ping-ponging was used three 
times during the 108th Congress and 
109th Congress. 

But that is not all. The majority has 
also considered 45 bills outside the reg-
ular order. They also blocked minority 
substitute amendments, allowing only 
10 minority substitute amendments 
even though they promised a procedure 
that, and again I remind the majority 
of its own words, they promised that 
they would ‘‘grant the minority the 
right to offer its alternatives, includ-
ing a substitute.’’ 

So here we are today with a rule that 
a distinguished senior member of the 
majority on the Rules Committee said, 
and I quote, is ‘‘ . . . outside the nor-
mal parameters of the way that the 
House should conduct its business . . . 
it effectively curtails our rights and re-
sponsibilities as serious legislators.’’ 

b 1045 

Prior to becoming Speaker, Ms. 
PELOSI pledged, and I quote, ‘‘to con-
duct our work with civility and bipar-
tisanship and to act in partnership, not 
partisanship, with the President and 
the Republicans in Congress.’’ 

Obviously, the record has been an-
other story. 

Now with regard to what the major-
ity is doing today, the majority is 
bringing forth 44 bills for consideration 
under what is known as suspension of 
the rules. It’s a process by which usu-
ally noncontroversial bills, as my 
friend described them, bills that gen-
erally have bipartisan support because 
they require two-thirds of the House in 
order to pass, under the rule being 
brought forth today, we will be author-
izing under this rule 44 bills for consid-
eration under suspension of the rules. 
At least they’re telling us what the 44 
bills are. That’s why it took some time 
for the Clerk to read them, because 
there are 44 bills to read the titles. So 
at least I think the majority should be 
commended for telling us what the 44 
bills are. 

Now, unfortunately, we’re informed 
that the Rules Committee is meeting 
at this time, as we speak, to pass a rule 
to authorize more suspensions, but not 
telling us what they are; in other 
words, a blanket authority. So, obvi-
ously everything has to be put in per-
spective. 

Compared to what the Rules Com-
mittee is doing now for the rest of the 
session, this is a commendable rule be-
cause at least it is informing us and 
the American people what we will be 
considering. At least the titles have 
been brought forth. So that is some-
thing that, when we consider how the 
majority has acted procedurally in this 
Congress, we have to be grateful that 
we’re being informed at least what bills 

are being authorized for consideration 
under the rule today. 

Madam Speaker, as we look back at 
this 110th Congress that is nearing its 
end, I think it would be fair to say that 
when one considers the promises for 
openness and fairness and transparency 
made by the majority at the beginning 
of this Congress and in their campaign 
before this Congress began, when one 
compares that with their record of hav-
ing broken all precedent in terms of 
the number, the number, having bro-
ken the record in terms of the number 
of pieces of legislation brought to this 
floor authorizing no amendments, in 
other words, closed rules, there is an 
extraordinary difference between the 
promise and the reality by our friends 
on the other side of the aisle. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, I 

would like to inquire of the gentleman 
from Florida if he has any additional 
speakers. I am the last speaker on my 
side. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. No, I would inform my friend 
that we have no other speakers. So at 
this time I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, my 
friend from Florida has raised several 
issues with regard to the procedures of 
the House for the last 2 years. The gen-
tleman is correct that there have been 
a number of closed rules this year. But 
I would like to just say, in response to 
that, that we have had to try and man-
age this House with a very obstinate 
Republican minority in the Senate. 

There has been a record number of 
filibusters that have been put forward 
this year to try and stop everything 
that we have tried to accomplish in 
this body. In fact, there has been an ab-
solute stonewalling on the number of 
conference committees, breaking down 
the bipartisan process, breaking down 
the comity that engages both Houses, 
so that we can get something done for 
the American people. By refusing to go 
to conference, this has gummed up the 
arteries of this body, and it, frankly, is 
the Republican minority in the other 
body that has really made this a very 
difficult House and institution to man-
age. 

Madam Speaker, I would also say 
that the gentleman mentioned that 
this is—well, first of all, he acknowl-
edged that we are telling everyone 
today the 44 bills that we are, in fact, 
bringing forward in this rule. Six times 
the gentleman’s party, in the last Con-
gress, did not tell us what they were 
bringing forward in a rule. And I can 
cite the dates. We have the informa-
tion. 

The reality is that this is not an un-
common practice at the end of the ses-
sion. We would like to, as we are doing 
in this rule, do it every time, but some-
times it’s possible at the end of the ses-
sion we’re simply running out of time. 

So, Madam Speaker, as I said, this is 
a standard procedure at the end of the 
legislative session that will simply 
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help us move important, noncontrover-
sial legislation before we adjourn that 
will receive overwhelming bipartisan 
support. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the rule and 
on the previous question, Madam 
Speaker. 

I yield back the balance of my time, 
and I move the previous question on 
the resolution. 

The previous question was ordered. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid upon 

the table. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

INSPECTOR GENERAL REFORM 
ACT OF 2008 

Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and concur in the 
Senate amendment to the bill (H.R. 
928) to amend the Inspector General 
Act of 1978 to enhance the independ-
ence of the Inspectors General, to cre-
ate a Council of the Inspectors General 
on Integrity and Efficiency, and for 
other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the Senate amendment is 

as follows: 
Senate amendment: 
Strike all after the enacting clause and in-

sert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Inspector Gen-
eral Reform Act of 2008’’. 
SEC. 2. APPOINTMENT AND QUALIFICATIONS OF 

INSPECTORS GENERAL. 
Section 8G(c) of the Inspector General Act of 

1978 (5 U.S.C. App.) is amended by adding at 
the end ‘‘Each Inspector General shall be ap-
pointed without regard to political affiliation 
and solely on the basis of integrity and dem-
onstrated ability in accounting, auditing, finan-
cial analysis, law, management analysis, public 
administration, or investigations.’’. 
SEC. 3. REMOVAL OF INSPECTORS GENERAL. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENTS.—Section 3(b) of the In-
spector General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.) is 
amended by striking the second sentence and in-
serting ‘‘If an Inspector General is removed from 
office or is transferred to another position or lo-
cation within an establishment, the President 
shall communicate in writing the reasons for 
any such removal or transfer to both Houses of 
Congress, not later than 30 days before the re-
moval or transfer. Nothing in this subsection 
shall prohibit a personnel action otherwise au-
thorized by law, other than transfer or re-
moval.’’. 

(b) DESIGNATED FEDERAL ENTITIES.—Section 
8G(e) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.) is amended by striking ‘‘shall 
promptly communicate in writing the reasons 
for any such removal or transfer to both Houses 
of the Congress.’’ and inserting ‘‘shall commu-
nicate in writing the reasons for any such re-

moval or transfer to both Houses of Congress, 
not later than 30 days before the removal or 
transfer. Nothing in this subsection shall pro-
hibit a personnel action otherwise authorized by 
law, other than transfer or removal.’’. 
SEC. 4. PAY OF INSPECTORS GENERAL. 

(a) INSPECTORS GENERAL AT LEVEL III OF EX-
ECUTIVE SCHEDULE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 3 of the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.), is amended 
by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) The annual rate of basic pay for an In-
spector General (as defined under section 12(3)) 
shall be the rate payable for level III of the Ex-
ecutive Schedule under section 5314 of title 5, 
United States Code, plus 3 percent.’’. 

(2) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENTS.—Section 5315 of title 5, United States 
Code, is amended by striking the item relating to 
each of the following positions: 

(A) Inspector General, Department of Edu-
cation. 

(B) Inspector General, Department of Energy. 
(C) Inspector General, Department of Health 

and Human Services. 
(D) Inspector General, Department of Agri-

culture. 
(E) Inspector General, Department of Housing 

and Urban Development. 
(F) Inspector General, Department of Labor. 
(G) Inspector General, Department of Trans-

portation. 
(H) Inspector General, Department of Vet-

erans Affairs. 
(I) Inspector General, Department of Home-

land Security. 
(J) Inspector General, Department of Defense. 
(K) Inspector General, Department of State. 
(L) Inspector General, Department of Com-

merce. 
(M) Inspector General, Department of the In-

terior. 
(N) Inspector General, Department of Justice. 
(O) Inspector General, Department of the 

Treasury. 
(P) Inspector General, Agency for Inter-

national Development. 
(Q) Inspector General, Environmental Protec-

tion Agency. 
(R) Inspector General, Export-Import Bank. 
(S) Inspector General, Federal Emergency 

Management Agency. 
(T) Inspector General, General Services Ad-

ministration. 
(U) Inspector General, National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration. 
(V) Inspector General, Nuclear Regulatory 

Commission. 
(W) Inspector General, Office of Personnel 

Management. 
(X) Inspector General, Railroad Retirement 

Board. 
(Y) Inspector General, Small Business Admin-

istration. 
(Z) Inspector General, Tennessee Valley Au-

thority. 
(AA) Inspector General, Federal Deposit In-

surance Corporation. 
(BB) Inspector General, Resolution Trust Cor-

poration. 
(CC) Inspector General, Central Intelligence 

Agency. 
(DD) Inspector General, Social Security Ad-

ministration. 
(EE) Inspector General, United States Postal 

Service. 
(3) APPLICABILITY TO OTHER INSPECTORS GEN-

ERAL.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 

provision of law, the annual rate of basic pay of 
the Inspector General of the Central Intelligence 
Agency, the Special Inspector General for Iraq 
Reconstruction, and the Special Inspector Gen-
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction shall be 
that of an Inspector General as defined under 
section 12(3) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(5 U.S.C. App.) (as amended by section 7(a) of 
this Act). 

(B) PROHIBITION OF CASH BONUS OR AWARDS.— 
Section 3(f) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(5 U.S.C. App.) (as amended by section 5 of this 
Act) shall apply to the Inspectors General de-
scribed under subparagraph (A). 

(4) ADDITIONAL TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING 
AMENDMENT.—Section 194(b) of the National 
and Community Service Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 
12651e(b)) is amended by striking paragraph (3). 

(b) INSPECTORS GENERAL OF DESIGNATED FED-
ERAL ENTITIES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, the Inspector General of each 
designated Federal entity (as those terms are de-
fined under section 8G of the Inspector General 
Act of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.)) shall, for pay and 
all other purposes, be classified at a grade, level, 
or rank designation, as the case may be, at or 
above those of a majority of the senior level ex-
ecutives of that designated Federal entity (such 
as a General Counsel, Chief Information Offi-
cer, Chief Financial Officer, Chief Human Cap-
ital Officer, or Chief Acquisition Officer). The 
pay of an Inspector General of a designated 
Federal entity (as those terms are defined under 
section 8G of the Inspector General Act of 1978 
(5 U.S.C. App.)) shall be not less than the aver-
age total compensation (including bonuses) of 
the senior level executives of that designated 
Federal entity calculated on an annual basis. 

(2) LIMITATION ON ADJUSTMENT.— 
(A) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an Inspector 

General of a designated Federal entity whose 
pay is adjusted under paragraph (1), the total 
increase in pay in any fiscal year resulting from 
that adjustment may not exceed 25 percent of 
the average total compensation (including bo-
nuses) of the Inspector General of that entity 
for the preceding 3 fiscal years. 

(B) SUNSET OF LIMITATION.—The limitation 
under subparagraph (A) shall not apply to any 
adjustment made in fiscal year 2013 or each fis-
cal year thereafter. 

(c) SAVINGS PROVISION FOR NEWLY APPOINTED 
INSPECTORS GENERAL.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of section 
3392 of title 5, United States Code, other than 
the terms ‘‘performance awards’’ and ‘‘award-
ing of ranks’’ in subsection (c)(1) of such sec-
tion, shall apply to career appointees of the 
Senior Executive Service who are appointed to 
the position of Inspector General. 

(2) NONREDUCTION IN PAY.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, career Federal em-
ployees serving on an appointment made pursu-
ant to statutory authority found other than in 
section 3392 of title 5, United States Code, shall 
not suffer a reduction in pay, not including any 
bonus or performance award, as a result of 
being appointed to the position of Inspector 
General. 

(d) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Nothing in this sec-
tion shall have the effect of reducing the rate of 
pay of any individual serving on the date of en-
actment of this section as an Inspector General 
of— 

(1) an establishment as defined under section 
12(2) of the Inspector General Act of 1978 (5 
U.S.C. App.) (as amended by section 7(a) of this 
Act); 

(2) a designated Federal entity as defined 
under section 8G(2) of the Inspector General Act 
of 1978 (5 U.S.C. App.); 

(3) a legislative agency for which the position 
of Inspector General is established by statute; or 

(4) any other entity of the Government for 
which the position of Inspector General is estab-
lished by statute. 
SEC. 5. PROHIBITION OF CASH BONUS OR 

AWARDS. 
Section 3 of the Inspector General Act of 1978 

(5 U.S.C. App.) (as amended by section 4 of this 
Act) is further amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

‘‘(f) An Inspector General (as defined under 
section 8G(a)(6) or 12(3)) may not receive any 
cash award or cash bonus, including any cash 
award under chapter 45 of title 5, United States 
Code.’’. 
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